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Laughter legend to return in a beast of a pantomime!  

 
Bernie Clifton, true comic genius and laughter legend, will be bringing new tricks to 

the role of Professor Crackpot in the first staging of the pantomime Beauty and the 

Beast at the Palace Theatre, Newark, this Christmas. 

 

The pantomime’s Artistic Director, Lee Waddingham, said:  

“Bernie went down a storm with adults, children and young people last year. It’s 

great that he’ll be headlining here at Newark again. For those who couldn’t get 

tickets last year, they can now book for Beauty and the Beast and see for themselves 

just how funny and entertaining Bernie is. For everyone who saw Aladdin last year, 

they’re in for plenty of new comedy routines from Bernie which they won’t have 

seen before.”  

 

Beauty and the Beast, produced by Paul Holman Associates, will be performed at The 

Palace Theatre from Wednesday, 12 December, 2012 to Sunday, 6 January, 2013. 

 

Last year’s Palace Theatre pantomime Aladdin was a massive success with audiences 

and critics alike. Standing ovations became the norm; people described the show as 

the best one ever, and an industry critic suggested it was a contender for panto of 

the year.  

 



For Paul Holman Associates, the challenge to create a 2012 production to live up to 

‘the perfect panto’ expectations of Newark audiences was set as the final curtain fell 

on Aladdin.  

 

Paul Holman said: “With such a talented cast and company, it’s impossible to single-

out any one person for the success of Aladdin. What we did hear time and time again 

was the real belly-laughter from the packed houses and over-hearing people’s 

comments on one person’s performance, got us thinking! When someone is 

described as ‘fabulously funny’, ‘stole the show’, ‘had the audience eating out of the 

palm of his hand’, ‘made me laugh so much I cried’, well, with comments like that, 

audiences and critics have cast the show for us!”  

 

A host of other colourful characters will be joining Bernie’s Professor Crackpot; the 

outrageous dame Madam Fifi and her haute couture costumes, Pierre the 

pantomime comic, Gaston the macho medallion man who thinks he makes hearts 

flutter and of course, the wicked Witch Hazel who casts a spell over the Count of 

Christi Monto, turning him into a mean and menacing beast. Only the true love of 

our heroine Beauty can break the witch’s spell and deliver a happy ever after ending 

in pantoland at the Palace Theatre!  

 

Ends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


